to be produced before him and shall enquire as to and
determine (a) the person by whom, the place in which and the
circumstances under which such treasure was found; and (b)
as far as possible the person by whom and the circumstances
under which such treasure was hidden. If, upon such enquiry
made under Section 7, the Collector sees reason to believe
that the treasure was hidden within one hundred years before
the date of the finding, by a person appearing as required by
the said notification and claiming such treasure, or by some
other person under whom such person claims, under Section
8 the Collector shall make an order adjourning the hearing of
the case for such period as he deems sufficient to allow of a
suit being instituted in the civil court by the claimant to
establish his right. So Mohd. Abdul, who claims that he is the
owner of the gold jewellary, has to file a suit in the civil court
to establish his right, to the said gold jewellery.

356. Mohd. Jahinger purchased a house site situated in
Falaknama area. After obtaining approval of the plan, he starts
construction of the house. While digging foundations, some gold
coins of historical interest, which are worth more than
Rs. 50,0007- are found. Immediately, Mohd. Jahinger informs
the Collector as required under Section 4 of the Indian Treasure-
Trove Act, 1878. Thereupon, the Collector gets a notification
published in the news papers and thereafter holds enquiry, under
Section 7 of the said Act, But no one comes forward claiming
rights over the said treasure. Thereupon, what has to be done by
the Collector?

Under Section 9 of the Indian Treasure-Trove Act, 1878, if
upon enquiry conducted by the Collector as contemplated
under Section 7, he sees no reason to believe that the treasure
was so hidden; or if where a period is fixed under Section 8,
no suit isdnstituted within such period to the knowledge of the
Collector or if such suit is instituted within such period and
the plaintiffs claim is finally rejected, the Collector may
declare the treasure to be ownerless. However, when no
person other than the finder of such treasure has appeared as
required by the notification published under Section 5 and
claimed a share of the treasure as owner of the place in which
it has been found, under Section 11 of the Indian Treasure-
Trove Act, 1878, the Collector shall deliver such treasure to
the finder thereof
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